
Pastors Peace: 

Several movements came together for many of us this Easter.  Our worship team committed to a live service in our 

Sanctuary with live video feed in the Fellowship Hall and live Sound in the back courtyard.  Of course our 

sound system appeared on the brink of disaster. Thank God for Jeff Honeycut,  a pastor at Valley Community 

Church, who spent several hours with me  getting the system repaired.  Thanks, Clyde, for the referral.  Because of 

some issues with our Spectrum service we are not quite ready to go live on Facebook Sundays... But  we still have a 

pre-recorded service for many of us.  Thank God for Jose, Beverly and now Kayla learning sound system.   Many of 

you have also been getting your vaccinations so coming to the sanctuary, fellowship Hall or outside patio may be 

more appealing to you.  We wear masks, social distance  and wash often.  Do as you deem best.  

Also very active in the life of Desert Hills are ways to feed hungry people;  Stater Cards for the hungry the 

third Thursday, (this also includes donated food items and fellowship/prayer), emergency bags, (I’ve given out a 

few), and food to Burnt Mountain Mobilehome Park.  These are all a Partnership Ministry with the town, 

community and YOU!  The Morongo Food Bank is now open and you can drop off the food items with us. I thank 

God we are a Matthew 25 church: 1 “Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took 

their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.  2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.  3 They 

that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them.  4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their 

lamps.” 

Pastor Wayne 

SUNDAY READINGS FOR APRIL 

 

Easter Sunday 
April 4 

Inside Worship 

John 20:1-18 

At the empty tomb, the risen Lord appears to Mary 

Magdalene 

Mark 16:1-8 

Finding Jesus’ tomb empty, the women flee in wonder 

and fear. 

 

 

Easter 

Sunday 

 

 

Communion 

Postponed until next 

Sunday 

April 11 
Communion 

 

Acts 4:32-35 

The disciples share everything and testify to Jesus’ 

resurrection. 

  

 

April 18 Acts 3:12-19 

Peter speaks of Jesus’ rejection and calls the people to 

repent. 

  

April 25 Acts 4:5-12 

Filled with the Spirit, Peter challenges those who have 

arrested him. 
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DESERT HILLS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

PANORAMA 
I Corinthians 3: 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.  8 The one 

who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor.  9 For we are co-

workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building. 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

TWO CHICKS and a CHUCK 
By Ted Hartnett 

In how many movies have we heard, “we’ll be together forever”?  Well, in real life it doesn’t work out that way, 

does it?  Inevitably one of us will go and leave our mate behind.  Neither my wife, Beverly, nor I-both 

octogenarians-are especially afraid of dying.  What we both do fear is being the one left behind.  How would she or 

I handle it?  What about eating alone?  What other issues might come up? 

When looking at our congregation over the years, I have often been struck by how many widows and widowers 

(married or not) there are, and how essential they have been for DHPC.  It’s not hyperbolic to say these folks have 

been a key in making our loving church…well, our church.  They are all around us, too often taken for granted.  

(“Pot Luck Dinners wouldn’t be the same without them.) 

Happily three of these brave souls have agreed to share their widowhood experiences with us:                  

Rosemary Lane, Beverly Schmuckle and Charles (Chuck) Whittaker. 

The three have several things in common:  They all lived successful lives; had good marriages, and lost their loved 

one way too early.  Yep, they’re experts on being left behind. 

Rosemary married her high school sweetheart, Richard Lane, in 1955.  With her support, he completed college and 

became a Naval Officer.  They were married 25 years and had 3 sons.  Richard became ill with a rare cancer type 

disease, was retired from active duty and lived about three years, passing away in 1980 at age 43.  Thus, Rosemary 

has been a widow 41 years.  Imagine. 

Chuck met Joyce when he was going through a “rough divorce by myself”.  He and Joyce were married 31 years.  

“We had a wonderful life, traveled all over the place”, he says.  Joyce “dealt with heart failure for a couple of years 

before dying 7 years ago”.  We old timers remember her fondly. 

Beverly and Pete’s charming story has been read recently in the Panorama.  She now writes, “I fell in love with Pete 

following the night we met and told my family that “I was going to marry that man.”  And “Pete and I loved telling 

people we were married 51 years”, as we always included the 4 years we dated.  Pete passed away in 2016 too 

quickly from lung cancer.  He was everyone’s hero. 

One of the first issues all three had to deal with was loss.  Beverly writes, “Seems strange but I’ve accepted the 

actual loss of Pete but feel his presence with me every day.  Rosemary adds, “to the loss part…half of me died at 

that time…I love the times a nice memory comes to mind, knowing my loved one is always there.”  Chuck will tell 

you, “I lost the love of my life.” 

Adapting to being alone hasn’t been easy.  On that subject Beverly shares, “Being alone is something I face every 

day, it’s hard not to be consumed by the alone time,” and “one tells of going home alone, into that empty house, 

you go inside and you cry.”  Chuck echo’s that:  “Lack of sound is your enemy…the sound of silence is deafening, it 

hurts, it’s painful…like losing an arm.”  COVID-19 issues have only amplified these issues. 

Doing things on your own can be a challenge, suddenly everything is in your lap; although Rosemary, being a navy 

wife (with Richard on long tours), was used to taking care of things herself.  And Beverly shares, “doing things on 

my own was always encouraged by Pete”.   In some ways it is harder on males when they lose their mate since so 

many daily home tasks typically fall on the female.  Thus, widows already have expertise which many widowers  
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struggle to acquire.  What setting do you use for washing whites?  This writer has no clue. 

Isolating is perhaps the most nagging issue on a daily basis.  Our three are fortunate in having close ties with their 

children and their families.  Chuck now lives with his daughter in San Diego.  Beverly’s two sons, “love to surprise 

me with unscheduled visits, towing grandchildren in their wake.”  And Rosemary has made it a point to be very 

close to her sons and family in San Diego.  Too, she has always “felt a closeness to the military community” and 

sagely points out “there is a similar and unspoken closeness with my peer widows here at Desert Hills.” 

Fortunately finances have worked out OK for all three after losing their mates.  Rosemary shares, “One of Rich’s 

main concerns was that I was financially stable.  I’ve always been grateful for that.  Beverly says, “Pete’s military 

service provided me enough money to get by.”  But for many new widows, facing finances can be a shock.  Beverly 

reminds, “being alone one doesn’t have as many needs.  Chuck still supports DHPC financially from San Diego.  

How about that! 

Sleep issues-common to us all-only take on new importance when living alone.  Beverly will tell you, “sleep is a 

constant up and down.”  And of course lurking in the background is the possibility of slipping into depression.  

Rosemary, perhaps by dint of her disciplined military life, feels depression hadn’t been a problem for her.  But 

Chuck says, “Are you kidding me!  Of course” and tells how he always smiles when having his picture taken now 

but “if you look at my eyes, the old twinkle won’t be there.” 

DHPC and our three have been entwined in a rather sweet symbiotic relationship for a long time (Chuck started 

attending in 1987).  The church has been good for them and they have been good for the church…a lot.  Chuck 

relates, “most of my friends and entertainment came from this church.”  And who could imagine our music 

program without Rosemary and Beverly?  All three will tell you they got the best of the deal. Desert Hills played a 

major role in helping them successfully tackle widowhood. 

So here’s the tip of the old hat to all our many widows and widowers.  They are a special breed and all have stories 

to tell.  Actress Bette Davis once famously said, “old age ain’t for sissy’s.”  She was right about that but neither is 

being the one left behind. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH TO 

      02      Midge Lee             06     Patsy Wilson       11     Robert Adams  

      12      Donna DuBry 17     Dale Cochran       18    Judith Kingsley  

           20      Royce Boydstun 21     Marina Dompke       23    Henry Roos  

        28      Phyllis Beshell       29      Lorraine Peruch  

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH 

       11      Chuck & Barbara Miller         28       David & Rose Jenkins 
 

 

PRAYER FOR DRAWING NEAR 

Blessings on the King who comes in the name of the Lord!   

Peace in heaven, and glory in highest heaven! Luke 19:38 

3 



FOOD for THOUGHT 

Taken from “101 Important Words of the Bible” by Len Woods 

REPENT  = To rethink and redirect your life 

The Old Testament word translated “repent” means “to turn around, go back, or return.” 

In the New Testament, the Greek word that gets translated “repent” means literally “to change one’s mind.” 

He wasn’t berating anybody.  He was saying, “People, open your eyes!  See what’s true!  Then come back!   

Come home!  Put your faith in me and believe the good news I’m announcing.”   

The Lord is trying to steer us away from paths that, though they look appealing, actually lead to great harm 

(Proverbs 14:12).  His desire is for us to find life in all its fullness (John 10:10). 

Martin Luther said, “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent,‘ he willed the entire life of believers to 

be one of repentance.” 

Repentance is not a one-time act at the beginning of the spiritual life; it’s an ongoing, daily practice for believers.” 

 

RECIPE FOR THE MONTH 

Patti Tilson 

World’s Easiest Crock Pot Chicken                                                                                   

___  2-6      frozen boneless, skinless chicken breasts                                                                                                           
___  1-3     14.5 ounce cans chicken broth (1 can per 2 breasts; low sodium, if possible)                                                       
___  1-2      tablespoons cornstarch (flour is okay, but cornstarch is better), to thicken broth after cooking 
___  rice, pasta, or potatoes to serve with the chicken.                                                                                                                                                  

Also needed:  one medium to large size slow cooker                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                  
1.  Place chicken breasts into slow cooker.   Pour broth over chicken.                                                                                                                                      

2.  Cook on low 6-8 hours.   Remove chicken to a serving plate.                                                                         3.  

Stir cornstarch into remaining liquid to thicken gravy.                                                                                      4.  

Serve over rice, pasta, or boiled or mashed potatoes.                

OPTIONS:                                                                                                                                                                        
 Add carrots, celery, and other vegetables an hour before serving.                                                                
 Substitute Italian dressing and water for chicken broth.                                                                      
 Substitute cream of chicken, cream of mushroom, or golden mushroom soup for chicken broth.   

NOTE:  Change this to an entirely different dish by using beef chuck roast, dried onion soup mix, and canned  
   beef broth.         
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Band-aids and Brussel Sprouts                                                                                  
Health and Nutrition Newsletter April 2021                                                   

Beverly Hartnett 

“Long-haulers” with Covid – People who suffer from Covid symptoms for a long time are called “long haulers”.  
Some are now saying that their symptoms are subsiding after receiving the vaccine.  There is not a long time study 
regarding this yet, but a group of 450 survivors felt less symptoms following their first shot, and about 63 felt worse, 
while the remainder felt no change.  One person said that brain fog, fatigue and muscle weakness that she had for 8 
months disappeared in 36 hours after her second shot. For some reason the virus stays hidden in the body, and the 
vaccine tells the body to destroy these malingerers.  More research is needed to determine the causes but remember 
that 30% of people affected by the coronavirus suffer from long term effects, so be careful. 

   SOURCE:  The Week, April 2, 2021 - as reported by The Wash. Post 

Poll Information re: Covid Deaths  – So far approximately 19% of Americans have lost a close friend or relative 

from Covid.  Statistics show that there are more deaths from Covid in Black and Hispanic and low income areas 

(29-30% ) than in white areas which is 15%. There have been more deaths in low income areas than in higher 

income areas.  Sadly, Americans who have lost a close friend or relative to the virus is about 19%. 

   SOURCE: The Week, March 26, 2021 -  AP News/NORC 

“Long Covid”, but no symptoms – Covid 19 is a sickness that can last months following the initial infection and 

one may test positive without showing any symptoms.  In a California study of 1,500 people that had positive test 

results – yet 2 months following diagnosis about 25% still had the typical symptoms of Covid:  cough, fatigue, 

shortness of breath and chest pain, initially they did not display any Covid symptoms.  What is interesting is that 

32% of that group did not show any symptoms in the first 10 days after testing positive.  In many people symptoms 

change from day to day.   So, much more research is needed to determine why these symptoms very so much in 

individuals. 

   SOURCE:   The Week:  March 26, 2021- New York Times 

 

BEVERLY SCHMUCKLE HAS FUN  

WITH HER AUTOMATIC GATE 

Written by Beverly Schmuckle, offered by Ted Hartnett, unedited 

(Part of the questionnaire filled out for 2 Chicks and a Chuck was to describe something funny/silly that you did as a widow or 

widower.  I just had to share Beverly’s response – unedited) 

The only funny/silly thing I’ve done as a widow was following a morning outing to shopping at Costco.   I arrived 

home and hit the electronic button open my gate.  The gate opened, Ipulled in then.  I stopped the gate so I could 

grab the empty trash and recyle cans off of the roadway.  Jumped out of my car, grabbed the cans just as the gate 

proceeded to close.  I didn’t make it in time 

Now my car is running in the driveway, full of groceries and shopping needs.  I’m outside the gate with the cans 

accessing how I was going to get inside since my keys were still in the ignition of the car.  After several tries at 

different fence locations I came to the conclusion that it was going to be tough for me to crawl over the 6’ chain 

link fence because the pointed ends were facing upwards and would tear me and my clothes.  I figured if I used the.                 
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 trash can as a stool and pushed the recycle bin over to the other side of the fence I could step over the fence onto 

it and that would be a solution. 

Once I stepped onto the trash can, I threw one leg over the fence and then tossed the heavy recycle bin over to the 

other side.  Just as my foot reached the recycle bin, it tipped over and I was stuck with---say a prayer and jump---or 

wait outside until the car ran out of gas or a neighbor showed up to help. 

I choose to jump, not a good scenario for someone that has my medical back, leg and neck issues.  Moral of the 

story:  never leave your keys in the car no matter where you are! 

 

 

Not Beverly but a good picture of her ‘efforts’. 

 

 

FOOD for THOUGHT 

God is Holy and Just 

His response to sin is wrath and punishment Rom. 1:18 & Rom. 6:23 

Yet He loves sinners and wants to be reconciled with them 

The Cross was the perfect answer to this terrible dilemma 

It was the place where God’s wrath and love met 

 

 

 

A GOOD MEMORY CAN REMEMBER THE DAY’S BLESSINGS  

AND FORGET THE DAY’S TROUBLES. 
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